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DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUToMoTive 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, however, 
will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and adver- 
tising as heretofore. 


Curis SINSABAUGH, Editor Georce M. Stocum, Publisher 
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ALL its tail feathers 
plucked out because of the 
complete stoppage of civilian pro- 
duction, the ceiling of prices and 
the rationing of those already 
built and in dealers’ stocks, this 
dormant automobile industry of 
ours apparently is stymied for the 
duration. Its factories have gone 
all-out on war work, for which the 
makers are to be highly com- 
mended, leaving some 44,000 deal- 
ers in about the same situation as 
Gen. McArthur’s soldiers are in 
in the Philippines, fighting des- 
perately to hold on until relief 
comes along—if it ever does. The 
dealers, too, are filled with the 
same never-say-die spirit. No sur- 
render—is the war cry of the 
NADA. 
* * * 

MISERY LOVES company, it is 
said. If it does, the automobile in- 
dustry can find some sort of con- 
solation (if you want to call it 
that) in the news that came out of 
Washington last week that others 
are in the same conversion boat— 
makers of typewriters, refrigera- 
tors, and stoves also have been 
commandeered. The automobile in- 
dustry, first to have its head put 
on the chopping block, is the blue- 
print the government is using in 
this conversion of others whose 
manufacturing abilities will be 
utilized to the full to win the war. 

s* * # 

THE INDUSTRY’S production 
blackout came Tuesday (Feb. 10) 
when the last passenger car built 
for civilian use came off the line 
at Dearborn. Fittingly, it was the 
pioneer Ford company that bugled 
“taps” for the duration. That last 
car was numbered 30,045,527, but 
in the count are included about a 
million and a quarter trucks and 
Lincoln and Mercury models. Tak- 
ing those out, it leaves the count 
on Ford cars alone something like 
28,250,000 units. 

Inasmuch as I authored a story 
in the last issue of AUTOMOTIVE 
News, showing that the industry 
as a whole had manufactured 86,- 
168,702 cars in the U. S. alone in 
the 44 years since the first car (a 
Winton) was sold, I cannot resist 
playing solitaire with the statistics 
involved, with the result that I find 
that Ford has produced, roughly, 
one-third of the 83,168,702 cars. 

* ¢ # 

ON THE BONNET of that last 
Ford that came off the line last 
Tuesday was painted: “This Is the 
Last V-8. Watch Out, Japs — Here 
Comes the Little Jeeps Next,” 
painted on by union labor. Sounds 
patriotic, doesn’t it? Yet while the 
ceremony was going on tool work- 
ers at River Rouge plant were on 
strike because one workman poked 
in the nose of an apprentice with 
whom he got into an argument. 
Result: Approximately 10,000 work- 
men producing vital tools and dies 
for the Willow Run bomber plant 
idled and 50,000 man-hours labor 
were lost on war work. No com- 
ment. 

* * * 

PAUL PRYS and Peeping Toms 
and also the tom-tom beaters will 
be interested in knowing that 
Sheppard Butler, who has succeed- 
ed Fulton Oursler as editor of 
Liberty magazine, was automobile 
editor of the Chicago Tribune some 
25 years back. Shep also was edi- 
tor of Liberty when it was owned 
by the Chicago Tribune and stepped 
into Oursler’s shoes after having 
served under the latter as assistant 
editor. 

—Curis SINSABAUGH 
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Truck Sales Banned Till Feb. 28 


WPB Retains Control Over New-Truck Rationing Starting Mar. 1; 
Retread-Tire Allocation Begins Feb. 19; Parts Goal Periled; 
NADA Bills Near; Denver Dealers Bid on Rafts 


Adding to frozen-stock woes, the War Pro- 
Truck Sales duction Board last week extended to Feb. 28 
Frozen Till the ban on new truck sales; it’s expected that 
Feb. 28 the truck rationing program will begin at that 
. time, two days after start of new-car ration- 
ing. Details of the two programs will be announced shortly. 
Despite the plea that Joseph B. Eastman, defense trans- 
portation director, be allowed to handle allocation of trucks, 
the WPB’s Automotive branch (headed by Ernest Kanzler) 
will retain the final decision in truck rationing although 
applications for trucks may be made to Eastman. 


_ Local rationing boards are distributing inventory ques- 
tionnaires to dealers, who must return them by Feb. 19 
showing number of new cars and trucks in stock. Mean- 
while, National Automobile Dealers Assn. expects to have 
introduced in Congress this week its four-point legislative- 
relief program for dealers. NADA also is pressing for 


Today’s Thought .. . 


If the government doesn’t heed NADA’s plea for an orderly 
liquidation plan, whereby a dealer may sell a certain percent- 
age of his frozen cars each month regardless of ration-car hold- 
ers, why doesn’t it set minimum car prices so that a ration-card 
holder can’t force dealers to sell at any price? 









adoption of its orderly liquidation plan, whereby dealers 
may be allowed to sell a certain percentage of their frozen 
cars after monthly rationing needs have been met. 

To satisfy pressing needs, OPA has authorized the de- 
livery of new cars (until Feb. 26) to holders of A-1-j (or 
higher) preference ratings, and to public health and safety 
officials. They must apply directly to OPA in Washington. 


x *k * 


Indicative of car dealers’ fight to survive the 

Dealers war is the trial bid to manufacture Navy life 
Bid on rafts, submitted last week by the Denver Auto- 
War Items mobile Dealers Assn. “Perhaps the bid of $195 
each for 14 life rafts is high,” commented Tom 

Braden, association secretary, “but we'll keep on asking 
for this or similar work until we find something that can 
be done in the 350,000 square feet of floor space available 
in Denver dealership buildings. The answer may be ham- 
mocks or something else since, while dealers may not have 
all the machinery necessary for some kinds of work, they 


News in Brief: 


Gasoline, Trucks, Tires 


have ideal setups for making products not requiring full 
machine shop equipment.” 


Meanwhile, in several Pennsylvania communities, dealers 
last week started to pool their shop facilities for a con- 
certed effort to obtain war work. Dealers in Lancaster can- 
vassed all local shops, found 100 lathes, and are forming a 
pool. Pooling is outgrowth of a recent meeting, sponsored 
by Pennsylvania department of commerce, which promised 
dealers support in obtaining war contracts. 


x * * 


Unless WPB grants a rating for materials 

Parts Output higher than the present A-10, parts makers 

May Fall fear that production of replacement parts 

Short of Goal for cars may approximate only 60 percent 

of 1941 output, instead of the 150 percent 

authorized for the first six months of 1941. If WPB wants 

the industry to build a two-year stockpile of parts in six 

months, a priority rating of at least A-3 (the same as now 

allowed for parts for medium and heavy trucks) is neces- 
sary, parts firms declare. 


In addition, these companies say, what good is even an 
A-3 rating for materials when, for example, there’s a pro- 
hibition against producing alloy steels with chromium for 
anyone unable to supply steel mills with a rating of A-1-J 
or better? Moreover, there’s a storage problem to be taken 
care of. Observers feel, however, that WPB will take 
remedial action in the nearest future when results of a 
current survey are digested. 


x *k * 


Rationing of retreaded and recapped tires 

Rationing — will begin Feb. 19, Price Administrator Leon 
Starts Feb. 19 Henderson announced last week; at the 
For Retreads same time he said that “it is probable there 
will be no crude rubber available for re- 

treading, except for the small number of vehicles already 
eligible to obtain new tires and tubes.” New program, which 
includes rationing of camelback, will be carried out by 
present tire rationing boards. WPB will determine each 
month amount of crude rubber to be used in making camel- 
back, and a certain amount will be made available each 
month to permit the retreading or recapping of truck tires. 


“None will be available this month for the retreading of 
passenger car tires, and perhaps none for March,” Hender- 
son said. Two groups of 
eligibles are _ established 
under the retreading pro- 
gram. One, except for the 
addition of clergymen, is 





Less Rubber in Tires 
WASHINGTON. —In view of 
precarious situation in the rub- 
ber-producing Far East, War 
Production Board last week or- 
dered 15 percent less new rubber 
in civilian tires and correspond- 
ing reductions in other rubber 
items, including radiator hose, 
casings, tubes and retreading. 


Ky. Ups Load Limit 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Marking 
a major step in the trend to- 
ward removal of state legisla- 
tive bottlenecks impeding de- 
fense highway transportation, a 
bill increasing the gross load 
limit on trucks from the pres- 
ent 18,000 pounds to 28,000 on 
Kentucky roads, designated by 
the state highway commissioner 
as “emergency” highways for 
the duration of the war, was 
unanimously passed by the 
State Senate here last week. 
Previously approved by the 
House in an 8 to 1 vote, the 


measure also authorizes  in- 
creasing the length of semi- 
trailers from 30 to 34 feet on 
emergency highways. It does 
not affect the present 26%-foot 
limit on single trucks. 


Tire Monopoly Asked 

WASHINGTON. — Declaring 
that “outsiders” are grabbing 
much of the tire-rebuilding ma- 
chinery and materials, the 
House Small Business committee 
last week recommended that 
the independent dealers be given 
a virtual monopoly in the sale 
and servicing of tires during the 
war. 

s *« # 

NEW YORK.—National Assn. 
of Independent Tire Dealers will 
meet today (Feb. 16) in Wash- 
ington with the Senate Small- 
Business Committee, in an effort 
to persuade federal authorities 
that independent tire dealers, 
rather than other outlets hand- 
ling tires as sidelines, be given 
the sole right to ration tires. 


Fuel Ration Nearer 

NEW YORK.—Increased sink- 
ings of tankers in the Atlantic 
may soon force rationing of 
gasoline in the Eastern states, 
possibly throughout the U. S., 
with tentative plans calling for 
allowing motorists enough fuel 
to drive about 7,000 miles an- 
nually. Observers believe oil 
shortage could be relieved by 
reducing tank car rates on 
gasoline and fuel oil, such as 
was done last fall on crude oil. 


Ford’s New Tank 

DETROIT. — Ford will start 
production early in July on an 
all-welded 30-ton tank, with as- 
sembly operations centered in 
the company’s Highland Park 
(Mich.) plant. The new tank, an 
outgrowth of experience in Lib- 
yan battles, will boast consid- 
erable more fire power than the 
present M-3 now being made in 
other plants. Cost of the project 
is estimated at $39,000,000. 





generally the same as the 
one in effect for new tire 
rationing; the other is 
confined exclusively to ve- 
hicles eligible to apply for 
retread or recap tire cer- 
tificates. No vehicle on the 
second list will be able to 
obtain a retread during 
February. Second group of 
retread eligibles included 
“passenger automobile” ve- 
hicles used for taxicabs, 
transportation of execu- 
tives, engineers, technic- 
ians and workers connect- 
ed with essential war op- 
erations; federal, state or 
local government officials 
and employes; traveling 
salesmen, transportation of 
farm produce and supplies 
and transportation of 
newspapers for wholesale 
delivery. 
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Cutting Corners 


Speeds War 


By Jack Weed 


FLINT. — Automotive production 
men are cutting corners on ord- 
nance manufacturing methods 
while automotive mechanics work- 
ing on war orders are finding that 
production can be maintained 
working to finer limits than ever 
thought possible in automotive con- 
struction. This experience will 
work to the good of both types of 
manufacturing, in the opinion of 
production men in Flint automo- 


tive plants. 


At Buick for instance, a group 
of newspapermen on a tour of in- 
spection to see what conversion 
from automotive to war produc- 
tion entailed, were shown how 
limits as close as 1/10 of a thou- 
in the 
manufacture of Pratt & Whitney 


sandth were being held 


aircraft engines. 


At A. C. Spark Plug, automotive 
engineering and production knowl- 
edge has saved at least 20 machine 
operations on one gun piece over 
the fastest method ever employed 


by ordnance makers. 

At Fisher Body they are weld- 
ing armor plate into tanks instead 
of riveting, are using jigs and fix- 


N. Calif. Dealers 
Hear Pleas to 


Stay in Business 


SAN FRANCISCO.— More than 
400 Northern California automo- 
bile dealers gathered at the St. 
Francis Hotel in the largest North- 
ern California Motor Car Dealer 
Assn. meeting in many months, 
applauded statements by J. J. Ja- 
cobs, president, and Glen C. Stater, 
San Francisco automobile dis- 
tributor, when they expressed their 
determination to face the difficult 
situation confronting the automo- 
bile men today and stay in busi- 
ness through the war to serve the 
automobile owning public. 

Others at the meeting, who at- 
tended the NADA convention and 
gave reports to the dealer body, 
were William L. Hughson, world’s 
oldest Ford dealer and Pacific 
Coast vice-president of NADA; 
and Tod Bates, manager of the 
San Francisco Motor Car Dealers 
Assn. 

Following the speeches the meet- 
ing was thrown open for an open 
forum on questions pertinent to 
the new government rulings as 
they applied to the sale of new and 
used cars in their stocks. 


Ask Tax Exemption 
FORT WAYNE, Ind.—The local 
county assessor will ask the state 
board of tax commissioners to 
waive personal property tax on 
automobile dealers who have frozen 
automobiles. ‘ 
Tenn. Dealers Meet Feb. 27 
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The meet- 
ing of the Tennessee Automobile 
Dealers Assn. is tentatively set for 
Monday, Feb. 27 at Nashville. 
* * 


Ohio Dealers Organize 
CAMBRIDGE, O. — Cambridge 
and Guernsey county automobile 
dealers have formed tthe Guernsey 
County Automobile Dealers Assn. 


Automotive News would appreciate 
pearing from its subscribers as to how 
they like our new Digest Edition. 





entries for the year 1941: 


in line with their worth. 


of his used car stock. 














Dealer Tax Savings... 


CLEVELAND.—The following suggestions are offered by the 
Cleveland Automotive Trade Assn. to dealers for consideration 
with their tax auditors in making adjustments in their closing 


1. Devalue properly all of your 1942 accessories—radios, heat- 
ers, bumper guards, grille. guards, etc. Get them down to what 
they will probably be worth in light of present day conditions. 

2. Go over those accessories that are specially designed for 
cars of specific years, and devalue them in order to bring them 


‘8. Go over your parts inventory and devalue those parts that 
are slow-moving or non-moving because of the freezing order 
and future car and truck rationing. 

4. One dealer is taking 25 percent off cost of his 1942 demon- 
strators, and for income tax purposes is considering them part 


Output 


tures in which to assemble and 
weld together the various parts of 
these tanks, eliminating any chance 
for error or variance in dimensions 
and acquiring speed in production. 
Here, too, armor plate up to one 
inch in thickness is being bent, on 
an 80-ton press, something that is 
said to be unheard of in the work- 
ing of this metal. It’s expected that 
Fisher will deliver its first tank in 
a few weeks. 

Standing stark naked on their 
wooden skids in a vacant lot at 
the rear end of the Chevrolet fac- 
tory grounds are hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of auto- 
motive production machinery. Here 
like head stones in a cemetery are 
the machines which constant re- 
fining over the years had brought 
to the highest in production ca- 
pacity and now must be discarded 
for .the duration because they are 
good for nothing but that highly 
specialized task for which they 
were designed. 

Some of the mammoth ma- 
chines, which have been coated 
with grease and are to be wrapped 
in paper to give some protection 
from the weather, are worth up- 
wards of $50,000 apiece. The cost 
of tearing these machines from 
their foundations is tremendous 
but the task of putting them back 
will be higher, what with fact that 
due to the pool arrangement a 
machine that is uprooted in Flint 
today may be anywhere in the 
United States when needed for 
automobile production again. 


War F wand Near 
142 Billions 


WASHINGTON.—War funds al- 
ready authorized, plus net appro- 
priations in bills at present before 
Congress, total an estimated $142,- 
740,901,000, the War Production 
Board finds. 

(In Detroit, it was estimated by 
George W. Romney, managing di- 
rector of the Automotive Council 
for War Production, that the auto- 
motive industry now has more 
than $5,000,000,000 in war orders 
which “translate into an annual 
production rate of $12,000,000,000.” 
Size of this munitions industry, 
Romney said, is three times big- 
ger than the automotive industry 
was in 1929, its biggest year). 


Four More Added 


To Kanzler Staff 

DETROIT. — Ernest Kanzler, 
chief of the War Production 
Board’s automotive branch, has 
added the following to his staff: 

William C. Klann, formerly with 
Ford, Studebaker, Hudson and 
Cadillac, will be in the production 
department. 

E. C. Brandt, formerly with 
Westinghouse Electric and later 
with the WPB in Washington, will 
be a technical consultant. 

Fred L. Flanders, formerly with 
Continental, White and Houdaille- 
Hershey, will supervise engineers. 

Charles B. Hartner, formerly 
with Ford and engineering firms, 
will also supervise engineers. 


Edsel Ford Home 


DETROIT.—Edsel Ford, president of 
Ford Motor Co., has been taken home 
from Henry Ford hospital where he 
underwent an operation for a stomach 
ulcer on Jan. 17. 

















’42-Model 
Car Output 


(Compiled by Automotive News) 


General Motors 
Chevrolet 
Buick 
Pontiac 
Oldsmobile 
Cadillac 


Lincoln 


Total “Big Three” 
Studebaker 


Neb. Dealers 
Urged to Stay 


In Business 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Delegates to 
the annual convention of the Ne- 
braska Motor Dealers Assn. here 
Thursday were urged by Frank P. 
Button, retiring president, to make 
every effort to stay in business. 

Ray Chamberlain, executive vice- 
president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., predicted “hard 
days ahead for automobile dealers,” 
and estimated that 40 percent of 
today’s dealer body may soon go 
out of business. Other speakers 
were C. L. Kirkland, of Omaha, 
who spoke on business manage- 
ment; Clyde Lane, of Topeka, 
Kans., who discussed the Kansas 
purchase and discount plan, and 
Grant McFayden, Nebraska tire 
rationing chief, who talked on de- 
tails of the rationing program. 

Hank Bomgardner, of Scottsbluff, 
was elected president of the as- 
sociation; W. E. Dewey, Omaha, 
was named first vice-president; O. 
C. Brickell, Fairbury, vice-presi- 
dent, and Frank DeBrown secre- 
tary-treasurer. Seventeen new di- 
rectors were also elected. 


Bootleg Sales 
Halted in Phila. 


PHILADELPHIA. — What was 
described as a thriving “bootleg” 
market in new automobiles has 
been broken up here by the state 
bureau of motor vehicles. 

Announcing that “an unexpected 
number” of new car titles had 
been issued to Philadelphians be- 
fore the crackdown by the state 
bureau, Carleton H. Endemann, 
OPA regional attorney, said the 
OPA would investigate each title 
issued since the Jan. 2 freezing 
order and that “appropriate ac- 
tion” would be taken against vio- 
lators. 

Officials emphasized that only a 
small fraction of Philadelphia’s 
automobile retailers had been im- 
plicated, and that the vast ma- 
jority were anxious to patriotically 
observe government regulations. 


Advertising 


3 Curtis Campaigns 

Three Curtis magazines, launch- 
ing 1942 advertising campaigns in 
newspapers and trade papers, will 
seek to demonstrate how practical 
advertising can be combined with 
a program of furthering the 
nation’s war effort. 

. 2. © 


American Brakeblok Drive 
American Brakeblok division of 
the American Brake Shoe and 
Foundry Co. is launching an ex- 
tensive advertising and promotion 
program this month which will in- 
clude four-color pages in national 
magazines along with an intensive 

dealer identification campaign. 

s* * * 


National Graphite Activity 

National Graphite Co., Inc., an- 
nounces a stepped-up program of 
advertising, merchandising and 
sales activity. Thousand-line news- 
paper ads in local papers will stress 
the patriotic duty of using Lube- 
Plus by revealing claimed savings. 
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Mich. Dealers Seek 


Relief from 


LANSING. — Michigan Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn. last week urged 
Gov. Van Wagoner to exempt 
from personal- property taxation 
about 10,000 new cars and trucks, 
now frozen in dealerships. Gov. 
Van Wagoner, sympathetic to the 
dealer plan, thought a special type 
of license could be issued for 
frozen cars so that dealers could 
escape tax. 

Frank W. Herrick, manager of 
the MADA, said the association 
plans to ask the 1943 state legis- 
lature for laws limiting the num- 
ber of new dealers the factories 
can appoint when peace comes. 

Herrick declared the association 
had postponed its annual meeting 
until April “when we will know 


better where we stand.” 
ss & 


Wis. Dealers Told 


Hardships Ahead 

MADISON, Wis.—If the war 
lasts for the next three or four 
years, the registration figure for 
Wisconsin vehicles will drop from 
the 1941 peak of 800,000 to 450,000, 
Hugh M. Jones, director of the 
state motor vehicle department, as- 
serted in an address before 900 
automobile dealers in the Loraine 
hotel here Feb. 11. 

Louis Milan, executive vice-presi- 
dent of Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn., Inc., sponsors of the 
special meeting, estimated that 
from 30 to 40 percent of today’s 
dealers will have to go out of busi- 
ness within the next year, if Con- 
gress doesn’t pass relief legislation. 

Other speakers included Victor 
L. Brown, Milwaukee, who just re- 
turned from Washington where he 
attended meetings called by the 
OPA, the RFC and Senate hear- 
ings; John Doyle, counsel for the 
state banking commission; Archie 


Rubber Supply Most 


Vital, NADA Told 
PITTSBURGH. — Without 
criticizing NADA’s present legis- 
lative program, Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh Chevrolet Dealers 
Assn. last week called on the 
national dealer association to 
dedicate itself to “one definite 
program—the immediate de- 


velopment of an independent 
rubber supply for the U.S.A.” 


“With a synthetic rubber pro- 
duction program on a scale suf- 
ficient to supply all needs, you 
can forget legislative relief pro- 
grams and everything else,” de- 
clared J. V. Booth, president of 
the local association. The NADA 
was urged to obtain assistance 
from AAA, the National Grange, 
finance companies, the general 
public, ete. “in handling and 
financing a joint drive under 
NADA’s guidance.” 


Taxes 


L. Hirst, secretary of Madison 
Automotive Assn.; James G. Stat- 
has, Green Bay, president of WAA. 

There are between 8,000 and 10,- 
000 automobile salesmen unem- 
ployed in Wisconsin, it was re- 
ported at the meeting. The number 
of automobile dealers registered is 
1,577, a drop of 700 from last year. 


Parts: 


MEWA Conclave 
Draws 1,500; 
Booths a Sellout 


CHICAGO.—With a total attend- 
ance of 1,500 forecast, jobbers and 
manufacturers checked in early 
for the annual convention of the 
Motor and Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn., opening today and con- 
tinuing through Wednesday, at the 
Stevens hotel. 

Proceedings will swing into high 
at the outset with the staging of a 
discussion on parts distribution in 
wartime. Representing the manu- 
facturers will be Art G. Drefs, 
McQuay-Norris Mfg. Co.; C. C. Se- 
crist, Victor Mfg. and Gasket Co., 
and Norman Potter, United Motors 
Service, Inc. The three jobbers to 
participate in this “information 
please” session are George Nie- 
kamp, St. Louis; George Lockridge, 
Kansas City, and H. B. Miller, 
Dayton, O. 

In addition to T. C. Tonkin, 
president of MEWA, the conven- 
tion speakers include Cyrus Mc- 
Cormick, Office of Price Admin- 
istration; William J. Hays, War 
Production Board; W. D. Mason, 
General Tire and Rubber Co., and 
Carroll Binder, foreign editor of 
the Chicago Daily News. 

Popularity of the “open air” 
booth displays in the hotel’s ex- 
hibition hall is indicated by the 
fact that 154 booths were assigned 
and a number of late applicants 
had to be turned down. B. W. 
Ruark, MEWA general manager, 
also revealed that jobbers will ac- 
count for at least 600 of the 1,500 
registrants. 

* «* * 


Ford Heads NSPA 


War-Service Group 


DETROIT.—T. Latimer Ford, 
sales manager of the American 
Hammered Piston Ring division of 
the Koppers Co., has been named 
chairman of the National Standard 
Parts Assn.’s War Industry Com- 
mittee. 

Other members of the War In- 
dustry Committee are E. H. Austin, 
Timken Roller Bearing Co.; W. C. 
Dodge jr., Ferodo and Asbestos, 
Inc.; F. S. Roberts, Phelps-Roberts 
Corp., and R. L. Sommerville, Elec- 
tric Storage Battery Co. 





Buffalo Dealers Complain: 


We've Been Crucified 
To Warn a Nation 


Special to Automotive News 

BUFFALO, N. Y.—Buffalo auto- 
mobile dealers, jittery over the 
long delay in issuing rationing or- 
ders, are complaining that they 
have been made the victims of a 
psychological move on the part of 
the Administration to impress the 
public that the nation is at war. 

Overnight the new-car business 
was wiped out without a word of 
warning. Dealers agree that never 
before has any business been so 
quickly and effectively frozen. 
Dealers say there would have been 
no objection whatever if the gov- 
ernment had given them 30 or 60 
days warning or had promised to 
take all new cars off their hands 
at a predetermined price. The 
freezing order merely prohibited 
new car sales until such time as 
regulations are drafted. 

Meantime, dealers are carrying 
stocks of new cars in warehouses 
and other storage buildings, upon 
which they are paying a monthly 
storage charge of $3 to $4 a month 


each, plus insurance, plus interest 
from 4% to 6 percent on loans 
covering the purchase price of the 
cars from manufacturers, plus the 
cost of servicing these cars. 

Most of the new cars in storage 
were received with low grade oils 
in the motors—oils containing sul- 
phuric acid which eats into the 
steel and which must be removed. 
Castor oil must be used on the 
piston walls, good lubricants sub- 
stituted for the lower grade oils, 
vaseline applied to all bright parts 
and the upholstery must be sprayed 
with moth-proofing solutions. 

Dealers said they are buying up 
as many late model used cars as 
they can obtain. They are paying 
about $200 below the retail market 
price, so that a car priced at $700 
in a dealer’s salesroom would be 
purchased from an individual for 
about $500. All cars are recon- 
ditioned at a cost of approximately 
$35 to $50 and the selling commis- 
sion on a $700 car would be close 
to $50. 
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